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Preface
We can draw from a deep well. Community and youth workers are fortunate
in being able to learn from and relate to a long history that stretches back
unbroken to the very beginnings of industrialisation and the birth of the
modern state. Both youth workers and community workers, operating in ways
we would recognise and understand, have been around for over two hundred
years. They were not only functioning before the emergence of mass schooling
and the birth of universal welfare but importantly many leading youth and
community work practitioners helped create contemporary welfare structures
in Europe and the United States. In particular they did much to shape the social
movements which played an essential part in driving forward ideas that
eventually inﬂuenced and moulded the social policies which gave us our
contemporary welfare structures. Yet the contributions of many of those
individuals and agencies has been forgotten or overlooked.
Although a rich vein of history lies beneath our feet youth and community
workers have tended to be rather negligent when it comes to mining it. As a
consequence, contemporary practitioners, and most of the preceding generations have been unable to learn from both the successes and failures of the
past. Each generation has tended to believe that they are creating new
approaches and methods when in fact these have a long history. The arrogance
of the assumption of present superiority has hindered the development of
theory and made youth and community work prey to fashion and shorttermism in relation to policy. Moreover, it has meant that we have failed to
claim the rightful stature which our calling deserves: by overlooking the
enormous achievements of those who went before, community and youth
work has lost an opportunity to claim its place alongside related welfare
professions – notably social work and teaching. Historical self-awareness is a
pre-requisite for the long term survival of a profession and a discipline. For that
reason it is important to invest time and resources upon the study of our
history.
The prime purpose of this collection of essays is to help recover the history
of youth and community work and lay it before a new generation of
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practitioners. We hope to encourage colleagues to cast a backward glance
towards those who went before as they set about the task of creating practice
appropriate to the contemporary environment. This is the fourth volume of
such essays and like the earlier collections, it is an eclectic mix, drawing on
research into youth and community work as well as aspects of adult education,
play work and social history that relate closely to our central area of interest.
Previous editions have overwhelmingly focused on the historical development
of youth and community work in England and Wales. We are therefore
delighted to include in this edition material on Belgian youth work, girls’ work
in Northern Ireland and two chapters speciﬁcally drawing on the American
experience. A topic overlooked in the past has been the professional training
of practitioners, but this volume begins to address that gap with two
contributions which deal with aspects of this particular history.
In order to encourage and foster the study of the history of youth and
community work, during the last decade the British journal Youth and Policy
has sponsored ﬁve bi-annual conferences on the topic, each held at Ushaw
College Durham. Since 2006 the Extension Center for Youth Development at
the University of Minneapolis has hosted a similar initiative in the United States.
Most of the essays in this volume ﬁrst emerged as papers given at the two most
recent conferences organised by the Extension Center for Youth Development
and Youth and Policy. The growth in the number of delegates attending these
conferences and the sales of earlier collections of essays, point to a growing
interest in this area of study.
Given the close relationship between this publishing venture and the
conferences that preceded its appearance, the editors would like to acknowledge the contributions made by Tracey Hodgson and Colleen Byrne. Colleen,
in Minneapolis, and Tracey, in Durham, were responsible for the administration
of the last two conferences held in those cities. We suspect that without their
efﬁcient administration neither conference would not have produced the range
of papers that provide the bedrock upon which this book rests. Two new
members of the Youth and Policy editorial group, Aylssa Cowell and Naomi
Stanton have made signiﬁcant contributions to the ongoing work of the journal
which has allowed us more space to complete the book.
Observant readers will note that for the ﬁrst time we do not include an essay
by Bert Jones on the history of Welsh youth work. Sadly Bert died suddenly just
before the last Durham conference. We missed his enthusiasm and intellect at
that gathering and will continue to do so in the future.
Ruth Gilchrist, Tony Jeffs, Jean Spence and Joyce Walker
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